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PASCAL: HIS SCIENCE AND HIS RELIGION

R. Hooykaas

[Translator’s note: The following article was written exactly half a century ago. We
are proud to open our section ‘Dutch Classics’ with a piece that exemplifies the
thought of one of the Grand Old Men of Dutch historiography of science. Reyer
Hooykaas (born 1906) studied chemistry at the University of Utrecht. He taught
himself the history of science through writing his doctoral dissertation on Het begrip
element in zijn historisch-wijsgerige ontwikkeling (‘The concept of element in its
historical and philosophical development’, 1933). He has since published a great
many articles and books on such remarkably varied topics in the history of science as:
science and religion; iatrochemistry; atomic theory; crystallography; uniformitarianism
in geology; science and letters in Portugal at the time of the Voyages of Discovery;
goals and methods of the historiography of science, and many others.

In 1945 Hooykaas was appointed to the first chair of the history of science to
be created in the Netherlands, at the Free University of Amsterdam. In 1967 he
became Professor in the History of Science at the University of Utrecht. He retired
in 1976.

On the occasion of his retirement a collection entitled Capita Selecta uit het
werk van Prof. dr. R. Hooykaas (Utrecht, 1976) came out, which contains a bibliog-
raphy of his work up to that date. In 1983 the University of Coimbra published a
collection of articles by Hooykaas (in English, German, and French) under the title
Selected Studies in History of Science (663 pages).

The present article appeared in 1939 on pages 147-178 of the Orgaan van de
Christelijke Vereeniging van Natuur- en Geneeskundigen in Nederland (‘Journal of the
Union of Protestant Physicists and Physicians in the Netherlands’; reproduced in the
1976 Capita Selecta). An English translation came out in 1952, on pages 106-137 of
the Free University Quarterly (vol. 2). Here I have retranslated the entire piece, with
the quotations being translated directly from Pascal’s original language. (For passages
from the Pensées Krailsheimer’s beautiful translation in the Penguin Classics has been
an ongoing source of inspiration and, here and there, emulation. I also wish to thank
Hilary Marland for a final check-up of the entire text.)

This new version of the original 1939 article has been fully authorized by
Professor Hooykaas, who also made a few alterations to his text first written fifty
years ago. In due course this article will find a complement in the final chapter "The
Thinking Reed" of a book Professor Hooykaas is completing at present (a reworked
edition of the Gifford Lectures he gave some time ago). In addition to a brief
summary of points made in the present article, the reader will find in that chapter
extended discussions of such topics as: the nature of the ‘heart’; the historicity of the
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